
[Frame: The Book of Revelation: A 5-Minute Overview] 
Revelation. It’s a book of the Bible that has a reputation for being hard to 
understand. But stick around for five minutes, and you just might learn a few 
things about it. 

[Frame: Introduction to John’s Visions] 
Our story begins in a place called Patmos, a small island in the Aegean Sea, which 
is located between Turkey and Greece. According to church tradition, John, who 
was one of Jesus’ apostles, was banished to the island around 95 AD—about 60 
years after Jesus ascended to heaven. While on the island, God gave John visions 
of what would happen in the future, and he also gave messages to seven 
churches that existed at that time. The book of Revelation contains a lot of 
symbols—objects that represent something else. For example, in the messages to 
the seven churches, John talks about lampstands. If you read Revelation carefully 
enough, you’ll often find explanations of what the symbols mean. There are seven 
lampstands, and they represent seven churches. 

[Frame: Letters to the Seven Churches of Asia] 
The seven churches that God spoke to through John were located in a Roman 
province called Asia. This province was located in the part of the world that we 
now know as western Turkey. The messages are addressed to churches in seven 
cities: Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum (also known as Pergamos), Thyatira, Sardis, 
Philadelphia, and Laodicea. 

The seven letters, found in chapters 2 and 3, follow a consistent pattern. In 
general, each letter emphasizes that Jesus . . . cares about what’s happening in 
the churches . . . knows each church’s strengths and weaknesses . . . praises 
churches for their faithfulness . . . calls churches to repent and endure hard times 
. . . urges churches to listen to Him . . . and promises rewards for faithfulness. 



[Frame: A Scroll with Seven Seals] 
The beginning of chapter 4 marks an important turning point in the book. John’s 
visions continue, but now he is called up to heaven. God is seated on the throne, 
and He holds a scroll in His hand. The scroll has seven seals, and only Jesus--who 
is referred to as the Lamb--is considered worthy to break the seals and open the 
scroll. As each seal is broken, a future event is revealed. Most of these events 
are calamities unleashed on the earth. For example, four of them are described as 
horsemen who rush off to carry out destruction. 

[Frame: The Blowing of the Seven Trumpets] 
Seven letters to local churches. A seven-sealed scroll. The next section also 
involves a series of seven--this time, seven angels who blow trumpets one at a 
time. Like the seven seals, the blowing of trumpets unveils additional future 
events, most of which cause great suffering to those who live on the earth. This 
section also includes some of the more mysterious parts of Revelation. These 
include visions of a woman clothed with the sun, a great red dragon, beasts rising 
from the sea and the earth, and more. 

[Frame: The Outpouring of the Seven Bowls] 
The following section, consisting of chapters 15 and 16, also contains a series 
of seven judgments, portrayed as bowls of God’s wrath that angels pour out on 
the earth. 

[Frame: The Fall of Babylon] 
Chapter 17 introduces a harlot who rides a scarlet beast. This symbolic woman 
associates with kings and people from around the world as she lives a life of 
luxury, impurity, and opposition to those who follow Jesus. In an interesting twist, 
the final verse of chapter 17 equates the harlot with Babylon--a large, prominent, 
and powerful city. Babylon stands for mankind’s attempt to gain independence 
from God, especially through the use of political power and commercial exchange. 
This corrupt city comes to a spectacular end, being destroyed by fire as its 
business partners look on in shock. 



[Frame: The Second Coming of Christ] 
Chapters 19 and 20 narrate a series of events surrounding the Second Coming of 
Christ to earth. These events include: . . . the marriage of the Lamb . . . the defeat 
of the two beasts and the kings of the earth . . . the resurrection of the saints . . . 
the thousand-year reign of Christ, also known as the millennium, during which 
Satan is imprisoned . . . and the great white throne judgment. 

[Frame: The New Jerusalem] 
The book comes to a climax in the last two chapters, where John sees a beautiful 
city, the New Jerusalem, coming down from heaven to earth. In a very real sense, 
Revelation is a tale of two cities. Babylon, the city that stands for everything that 
people can achieve while disregarding God, is destroyed, while those whose 
names are in the book of life enjoy eternal blessings in a perfect and holy place. 
All things will be made new, forever ending the burdens of this life: death, 
mourning, crying, and pain. All of us have attended weddings and seen happy 
couples begin the journey of married life. When we read the final chapters and 
see John refer to believers as Christ’s bride, we can picture something of what it 
will be like to be bound to our Lord and Savior in holiness and love. 
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