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The presence of various cultural groups in the church creates a 
scenario ripe for tension and misunderstanding. This is especially 
significant because the Scriptures do not speak to every issue of life 
in command or even in clear principle. Christians are left to 
confront non-moral issues in conscience before God, and their 
cultural backgrounds inevitably affect their choices. Paul discusses 
this subject at length in Romans 14 and 15. 

7 Spiritual Principles 
Paul lists seven spiritual principles which form the theoretical basis 
for decision-making in areas of life where the Scriptures give no 
specific guidelines for Christian conduct. These principles should 
be kept in mind when non-moral choices are made. 
• Full conviction (14.5, 22-23): Not every believer will reach 

the same conclusion in areas l acking definite spiritual 
command; however, each should exercise his faith and 
conscience toward God in such areas. 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Divine glory (14.6-9): Choices in controversial areas should 
be made to honor and glorify God, regardless of the course of 
action taken. Christians should be reminded that they belong 
to the Lord in all things. 
Sincere thankfulness (14.6-9): Choices in disputed areas 
should reflect gratitude toward God regardless of the action 
taken. The key to pleasing God in non-moral matters lies not 
in the believer's behavior but in his attitude. 
Individual respon'libility (14.10-12): Choices in questionable 
matters are hIghly personal and should be made in recognition 
of the fact that each believer will one day give account of 
himself to God. 
Intrinsic amorality (14.14, 20): Behaviors which have no 
scriptural parameters constitute areas of personal liberty, and 

• 

• 

are thus inherently amoraL This is not to say, however, that 
choices in such areas have no moral or spiritual consequences. 
Spiritual priority (14.17-18,20): Non-moral choices should 
be made in careful consideration of the spiritual effects they 
will bring about. 
Community benefit (15.6): Liberty in non-moral choices 
should not jeopardize the unity of the local assembly of 
believers. 

4 Practical Applications 
• 

• 

• 

• 

Christians should create a climate of mutual acceptance in the 

church (14.1; 15.7). This climate should be governed by two 
principles: 
* 

* 

Those who choose to exercise their liberties should not 
look down on those who choose to restrict theirs (14.3; 

15.1). 

Those who choose to restrict their liberties should not 
judge those who choose to exercise theirs (14.3-4, 10-

13). 

Christiam should resolve not to flaunt the liberties they allow 

themselves (14.12, 22). Choices in non-moral areas are 
essentially a private matter. 
Christians should view their relationships as means of 

edification (14.15-16, 19-21; 15.1-2). They should be more 
concerned with helping fellow believers to grow spiritually 
than with exercising liberty. Thus the law of love (thinking of 
others first) comes into play here. 
Christians should never be encouraged to act outside the 

context of faith (14.23). It is a violation of conscience for a 
Christian to do something he does not believe to be right. This 
kind of attitude should never be promoted. Rather, Christians 
should make non-moral choices according to their perception 
of the Holy Spirit's direction, restricting or liberating their 
conduct as their personal relationship with God dictates. 


